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Results: Itwas foundthat artificialintelligence and robot lawyers areinevitable
innovations in the legal practice of many countries, including Nigeria. The use
of these digital technologies has proven to be highly effective in activities
related to the administration of justice, providing assistance in four areas
of legal services: consulting and guidance, searching for materials, data
analysis and forecasting the trial results. Technology greatly facilitates the
work of lawyers, given the amount of legal services. In addition, the author
show that while the use of artificial intelligence may generally be considered
justified, the involvement of robot lawyers in legal practice in Nigeria faces
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both legal and ethical barriers. The laws on legal education and legal practice
in force in this country do not recognize robot lawyers as persons licensed
to practice law in Nigeria. Robot lawyers must be given the status of a person
before they can fully implement their potential in the legal practice of Nigeria.

Scientific novelty: this is primarily due to the formulation of a research task
to determine the possibility of a robot acting as a practicing lawyer within
the legal framework in Nigeria.

Practical significance: the conclusions formulated in the paper, namely,
the inevitability of using artificial intelligence and robot lawyers in legal
practice and the current legislation governing legal practice in Nigeria, will
be useful when considering amendments to legislation in order to adapt it
to the current level of digital technology development.
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Introduction

Indeed, technology is a product of globalisation which has over the years shown to
be highly instrumental to the global changes in all spheres of human life (Antonio &
Estrella, 2020) and a binding thread for civilization in the twenty-first century (Contini,
2020). The advent of technology has impacted all aspects of human relationships. It has
enhanced a paradigm shift from a rigid system to a flexible one (Aidonojie et al., 2020).
The possibility of exchanging ideas, transacting businesses, and even communicating
with people in different parts of the world without necessarily seeing them face to face
is courtesy of the flexibility that technological advancement has brought to the world
(Ikubanni & Aidonojie, 2021). The quick access to information and data today is one of the
many blessings of the advancement in technology (Halima, 2016).
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The use of sophisticated technological facilities such as Artificial intelligence, drones
(Gallesse, 2023), Global Positioning Systems (GPS), self-driven cars and Close Circuit
Camera television (CCTV) amongst others have been identified as some of the facilities
that have enhanced the technologically oriented developments happening around the
world today’. These emerging technologies are today the key forces that influence public
sector organisations as they are used to handle public infrastructures and service delivery
(Jiya et al., 2023).

The legal profession and the practice of law have also been impacted by Artificial
Intelligence (Xu, 2022). Legal practitioners are highly trained professionals who litigate
disputes in a court of law, evaluate facts, write judgments, offer legal advice, and prepare
documents amongst other things using their special skills and intuition (Alarie et al., 2018;
Aidonojie et al., 2021). It is often thought that these services require high intelligence that
only humans can possess (Alarie et al., 2018). Therefore, the nature of these services and
the skills and time required to render them often determine the cost of these services
(Alarie et al., 2018). Interestingly today, technology through Al has now been employed
to perform the functions of humans and perhaps even better (Alarie et al.,, 2016). The most
fascinating thing about these machines is the fact that they function so perfectly
in an error-free manner with so much precision while most function with little or no human
supervision, unlike humans (Aidonojie et al., 2020).

Today, undoubtedly, technology has become a significant aspect of the legal profession
in Nigeria (Aidonojie et al., 2021) and other jurisdictions (Obianyo & Ater, 2022). It has
impacted positively the practice of law as well as effectively and efficiently enhanced
the administration of justice (Aniekwe, 2021). The use of Al in the legal profession is
one of the most widely embraced technological facilities in the legal profession because
it makes the work of lawyers easier mostly in areas of legal research?, document review,
risk assessment, legal drafting, etc. In several climes, the application of Al to court
processes has recorded outstanding success (Richard & Solow-Niederman, 2019).

In a competition for conventional business contract reviews, an Al system created by
the Israeli legal technology startup Lawgeex defeated 20 of the best attorneys in the field
in February 2018. Furthermore, the system'’s average accuracy rate is 9% higher than that
of humans3. During the entire process, tasks that would have taken humans 92 minutes
to complete were completed by the system in 26 seconds, meaning that in terms of speed
and efficiency, it has successfully executed a «double kill» on humans (Hu & Lu, 2019).

Mcmillian,J. (2013). Thelmpact of Technology on Administrative Justice System: a speech presentedto AIAL
National Administrative Law Forum, Canberra on 18th July 2013. AIAL Forum No. 75. https://goo.su/xtU7H

Law Pavilion Electronic Law Report is a notable artificial intelligence usually used by lawyers in Nigeria for
the research of decided cases by courts of law in Nigeria.

Verma, U. (2018, February 26). Israeli Al Software Whips Expert Lawyers in Contract Analysis. https://clck.
ru/3F5BHx

837

https://www.lawjournal.digital



https://clck.ru/3F5BHx
https://clck.ru/3F5BHx

Journal of Digital Technologies and Law, 2024, 2(4) elSSN 2949-2483

Al has quite changed the face of the judicial system (Giuffrida et al., 2018; Kioko et al.,
2022) by assisting judges to improve judgment accuracy (Wang, 2020; Sanctis, 2021) with
speculations that soonrobotjudges may replace human judges though it remains uncertain
how Al will ultimately change the mode of adjudication in courts, the legal profession
and even law itself (Cooper, 2011). Interestingly, one of the most recent technological
developments in the practice of law is the introduction of robot lawyers to practice law in
the United States. Since its introduction, there have been several controversies regarding
the legal capacity of robot lawyers to practice law in California. It is pertinent to note that
a technological innovation that has recorded huge success in one country is more likely
to be embraced and adopted by another country*.

It is against this backdrop that this paper seeks to examine the right of robot lawyers
to practice law under Nigerian law. This paper will examine the two major laws that
regulate the practice of law in Nigeria in a bid to determine the question of whether
or not Nigerian law as presently constituted recognizes a robot as a person who can
practice law. The operation of robot lawyers in the United States is not part of the focus
of this paper though reference may be made to it in passing to buttress any point made
in this paper.

1. Artificial Intelligence and the Emergence of Robot Lawyers
in the Legal Profession

Artificial Intelligence (Al) has no precise definition. Defining the concept is plagued with
a lot of difficulties (Alarie et al., 2018). However, Al is described as the use of technology
to automate tasks that normally require human intelligence. It has also been defined
as the ability of a digital computer or computer-controlled robot to accomplish actions
often associated with intelligent beings®. It involves the development of systems that are
endowed with the characteristics of human beings in terms of reasoning®. Al has to do
with the build-up of a technological device to automatically perform complex tasks that
human beings can perform as well (Surden, 2019).

Al no doubt involves the development of machine technology to imitate human
intelligence, achieving greater efficiency in the performance of tasks hitherto performed
by humans (llegieuno et al., 2021). It is a computer intelligence that does not use cognitive
ability displayed by devices, as opposed to natural cognitive ability expressed in people
as well as animals (McCorduck & Cfe, 2004). Al has also been described as the theory
and application of systems used to simulate, extend, and expand human intelligence
(Xu & Wang, 2019). Al also refers to a computer’s ability to imitate human intelligent

4 Oluwatobi, O. E. (2023, March 15) Can Robots Practice Law in Nigeria? https://clck.ru/3F5BNk

5 Copeland, B. J. Artificial Intelligence. Britannica. https://goo.su/bCjq

6 Ibid.
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behavior, especially human cognitive functions, such as the ability to reason, discover
meaning, generalize, and learn from experience (Gravett, 2020)

It is becoming highly worrisome that as much as Al brings convenience to people
(Dekker et al., 2017), it is also increasingly reducing the number of jobs for humans
(Huang & Rust, 2018). This is because machines are designed to perform complex activities
as has been established in the digital world over the years (Robinson, 2018) even though
it is believed that Al has not succeeded at entirely replacing the need for human expertise
in decision-making’. Over the years, much has been said about Al. However, until recently,
not much has been written on the relevance of Al to the practice of law (Katyal, 2019).
The current impact of Al on legal practice and even in the future cannot be over-emphasized.
On a macroscopic basis, the emergence of Al and the current trends in its application within
the legal profession across the globe are indicative that Al has not only changed the face
of the legal industry but will also take the jobs of human lawyers (Hu & Lu, 2019).

Notably speaking, one of the instances that demonstrates how Al threatens the jobs
of a lawyer is that parking infractions in York City can now be resolved by violators
selecting an automated online dispute settlement system (Hu & Lu, 2019). There are now
a lot fewer stepsinthese processes that need legal specialists’ assistance (Hu & Lu, 2019).
This trend is fairly evident even with the current artificial intelligence backdrop of poor
performance (Hu & Lu, 2019). One of the most impressive motivations for the integration
of Al and law is the fact that Al has been described as being capable of assisting in four
fields of legal services which are consultation and guidance, file retrieval, data review,
and lawsuit prediction (Greenleaf et al., 2018). These, without a doubt, are quite a great
relief for lawyers considering the enormity of legal services. The review of the evidence,
file review, and the fluidity of human lawyers moving from criminal defense to intelligent
defense are noted to be a few of the importance of Al robot lawyers to legal service and
the ways human lawyers work (Greenleaf et al., 2018).

The emergence of robot lawyers, a technological innovation that employs the use of Al
in the performance of legal practice has again awakened the debates and controversies
on the limit to which Al may be employed to perform certain tasks. A robot lawyer is
a technological device in the form of a computer program designed to perform the tasks
of alawyer including most other things associated with the practice of law in an automated
manner®. Arobot lawyeris an Al-powered computer that uses Natural Language Processing
(NLP) to understand legal questions and generate legally compliant answers. The robot
is designed to be able to perform a number of functions such as offering legal advice,
creating legal documents, and searching case laws, amongst other things.

7 Commerford, B. P, Dennis, S. A., Joe, J. R., & Ulla, J. W. (2021, June 21). Man Versus Machine: Complex
Estimates and Auditor Reliance on Artificial Intelligence. https://goo.su/fo2AVI

Nangara, A. (2023, January 10). World's First robot Lawyer to Defend Human in Court. The exchange.

https://clck.ru/3F5BV5
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Furthermore, it is believed that the emergence of robot lawyers in the legal space
is inevitable because robot lawyers are notably capable of solving the problem of
imbalance in the resources of legal services. Scholars posit that the idea of introducing
the combination of Al and the law through the invention of robot judges to eliminate legal
uncertainties (D’amato, 1976) has been ongoing since the 1970s (Castell, 2018). However,
other scholars postulate that robots should rather assist judges and lawyers and not
replace them (McGinnis & Pearce, 2014).

Today, robots are undoubtedly an integral part of our daily lives. They are found as
appliancesin homes, self-driving cars, security systems, restaurants, and so on. There is no
gainsaying that the advent of robots has made life easy generally. However, it is imperative
to emphasise that the idea of introducing Al and robot lawyers into the legal profession
was originally not to replace humans but to assist in making work easy (Gravett, 2020).
Unfortunately, today, the machine designed to make work easy has now been considered
to replace humans and take up the legal profession entirely.

In 2015, DoNotPay robot was designed by Joshua Browder as a chatbot designed
for legal services. The rationale behind the creation of the robot was to assist by giving
legal guidance to poor consumers who cannot afford the legal services of human lawyers
in challenging minor infractions such as fines over a parking ticket, small contractual claims,
etc.? Originally, DoNotPay was created by Joshua Browder to solve his problem'°. The Idea
of a robot lawyer came from the experience of Joshua Browder while he was studying at
Stanford. He was repeatedly booked with parking tickets for failing to feed his meter''.
Owing to a suggestion from a friend, he challenged the bookings in order to reduce them
by writing a letter, and the fine was reduced'2. At this juncture, it occurred to him how many
persons must have suffered the fate of being fined with parking tickets but being unable
to reduce it either because there is no time or lack of financial resources to procure a lawyer.
To this end, he offered to proffer a solution that birthed the world’s first robot lawyer'3.

2. Legal Framework of Legal Practice in Nigeria

The legal profession has been adjudged one of the most respected and loved professions
by which professionals in this field are reposed some level of trust and confidence by
society'. In Nigerian society, the legal profession holds a key position. In addition to

Alumni, M. (2021, April 21). Machine Learning: The World’s First Robot Lawyer. Digital Innovation and
Transformation. https://clck.ru/3F5BY2

10 |bid.
1 Ibid.
12 |bid.
13 |bid.

14 yusuf, A. (2015, November 26). The Future of Legal Practice in Nigeria: Regulation and Discipline in

the Legal Profession. Paper Presented at the 8th Annual Business Luncheon of S.PA. Ajibade & Co.
https://clck.ru/3F5BYm
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fulfilling the conventional duty of defending individual rights in court, solicitors actively
participate in the development of legal organizations and ideas that support development
(Oko, 1994; Oguanmanam & Pue, 2006). Legal services have a significant impact on
and shape almost all social, economic, and political structures of the nation. Lawyers
are increasingly essential to the proper operation of Nigerian society (Oko, 1994).
They serve as the foundation for the nation’s hopes for social and economic advancement
(Shaeeb et al., 2023).

While it is beyond doubt that litigation is the cornerstone of legal practice, the evolving
societal challenges in the contemporary world are fast expanding the role of lawyers in
society beyond litigation'. In the decided case of Anozia v. AG Lagos State'é, the court
ruled about the obligations of solicitors: “It is trite, that a legal practitioner has an onerous
duty to uphold and observe the rule of law, promote and foster the cause of justice, maintain
a high standard of professional conduct, and thus shall not engage in any conduct which
is unbecoming of a member of the honorable and highly prestigious legal profession”1”.

The Black's Law Dictionary (Garner, 2004) defines the practice of law as the
professional work of a duly licensed lawyer, encompassing a broad range of services
such as conducting cases in courts, preparing papers necessary to bring about various
transactions from conveying land to effecting mergers, preparing legal opinions on various
points of law, drafting wills and other estate planning documents and advising clients on
legal questions. The term also includes activities that comparatively few lawyers engage
in but require legal expertise, such as drafting legislation and court rules.

The definition of legal practice above indicates that a person rendering such services
must be a ‘licensed lawyer’. It becomes sacrosanct at this juncture to examine the laws
that regulates the practice of law in Nigeria. The Supreme Court Ordinance of 1876 was
pivotal to the legal profession in Nigeria because it was the first statute to regulate
the practice of law in the country. The Ordinance recognised two categories of persons
to practice law in the country. According to Section 76, the first category was a person
trained as either a barrister or solicitor in the United Kingdom due to the absence
of a legal training institution in the country (Orojo, 1979). The second category however
is the person who lacked formal legal training but by virtue of their exposure and
experience had acquired legal knowledge and skills. These persons were referred to as
‘local attorneys (Adegoke et al., 2014).

The insufficiency of qualified legal practitioners in the colony fortified the need for
the Chief Justice to exercise its discretion in the recognition of the second category'®.

15 Chinaka, C. (2022, September 14). What Constitutes Legal Practice in Nigeria? The Sun. https://clck.
ru/3F5BaT
16 Anozia v AG Lagos State. (2010). https://goo.su/ZZ396T1

17 bid.

18 Section 74 of the Supreme Court Ordinance of 1876.
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However, the local attorneys were first subjected to examination to test the knowledge
of the applicants on the new laws of England and the Colony'®. Where the Chief Justice
grants a license in these circumstances, such persons are enrolled to practice law for six
months which is renewable for another six months. Unfortunately, protests from qualified
lawyers against the grant of licenses to local attorneys to practice law occasioned
the discontinuance of such practice. Hence, the Chief Justice stopped the issuance
of licenses to unqualified persons or local attorneys in 1908 though the ones whose
licenses had not expired continued to use it until expiration (Okoye, 2015).

The Supreme Court Ordinance of 1943 was promulgated to replace the Supreme Court
Ordinance of 1876. Consequently, the Supreme Court (Civil Procedure) Rules of 1945 which
was made pursuant to the Supreme Court Ordinance of 1943 set a new requirement for the
practice of law in Nigeria??. Regarding the qualification for the practice of law in Nigeria,
Order 16 Rule 1 of the Supreme Court (Civil Procedure) Rules 1945 provided that:

“The Chief Justice may in his discretion approve, admit, and enroll to practice as
a barrister and solicitor in court:

a) Any person who is entitled to practice as a barrister in England or in Ireland or as an
advocate in Scotland; and who

b) Produces testimonials sufficient to satisfy the Chief Justice that he is a man of
good character; and

c) Has read in the chambers of a practicing barrister or advocate of more than five years
standing for at least one year, or has practiced in the courts of the country in which he has
been called or admitted for at least two years subsequent to his call or admission, or

d) Has subsequent to his call to the bar or admission as an advocate read in Nigeria in the
chambers of a practising barrister of more than ten year’s standing for at least two years or

e) Has practiced as a barrister or solicitor in the courts of British Colony or Protectorate
for at least two years..."?1

The above requirements for the practice of law in Nigeria impacted negatively on the
efficiency of the lawyers to practice in Nigeria considering that the training acquired in
England was insufficient to meet the peculiarity of the Nigerian people (Adegoke et al., 2014).
Hence, a need for the overhauling of the Nigerian Legal profession. In order to address these
challenges, the Unsworth Committee of 1959 which was set up to look at these challenges
made some recommendations that birthed the promulgation of the Legal Education Act
of 1962 and the Legal Practitioners Act of 1962 respectively (Adegoke et al., 2014).

The enactment of the Legal Education Act of 1962 and the Legal Practitioners Act
of 1962 led to the establishment of the Nigerian Law School in 1962 to provide training
for aspirants in the legal profession. It became a requirement that persons who desired

19 Order 8 Rules 1-4 of the Supreme Court (Civil Procedure) Rules 1876.
20 |pjd.
21 bid.
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to practice law in Nigeria must first obtain a law degree in any recognised university
in Nigeria or abroad before physically attending the Nigerian Law School (Okoye, 2015).
In Nigeria, obtaining a law degree for direct entrants is for a duration of four years while
five years is for students admitted directly through the Joint Admissions Matriculations
Board (JAMB). The Legal Education Act and the Legal Practitioners Act of 1962 changed
the face of the Nigerian legal profession and the system of legal education by setting new
requirements and qualifications for the practice of law (Adegoke et al., 2014).

The Legal Education Act of 1962 with its attendant amendments?? is the extant
law on legal education in Nigeria. The law is presently known as the Legal Education
(Consolidation etc) Act?3. The Legal Practitioners Act of 197524 which replaced the Legal
Practitioners Act of 1962 also determines who can practice law in Nigeria as well as the
conditions to be fulfilled before anyone can practice law in Nigeria. Section 24 of the Legal
Practitioners Act defines a legal practitioner as — ‘A person entitled in accordance with
provisions of the Act to practice as barrister or as barrister and a solicitor, either generally
or for the purpose of any particular office or proceedings'?®.

2.1. Qualification for the Practice of Law in Nigeria

As earlier discussed, legal practice is statutorily regulated in Nigeria by both the Legal
Education (Consolidation etc) Act and the Legal Practitioners Act. According to Section 2
(1) of the Legal Practitioners Act, two categories of persons are legally allowed to practice
law whether as solicitors or barristers in Nigeria. The categories are:

1. A person whose name appears in the roll of legal practitioners kept by the Registrar
of the Supreme Court of Nigeria. A person in this category must have obtained a law
degreeinarecognised university in Nigeria or abroad, attended or exempted from attending
the Nigerian Law School, issued with the qualifying certificate by the Council of Legal
Education, called to the Nigerian Bar, issued the Call to Bar certificate by the Body of
Benchers and his name subsequently enrolled in the register of legal practitioners kept by
the Registrar of the Supreme Court of Nigeria (Okoye, 2015). This position was affirmed
by the court in the case of Mobil Qil Nigeria Plc v Yusuf2é.

2. A person whom in the opinion of the Chief Justice is expedient to be permitted
to practice as a barrister for the purposes of proceedings described in the application,
the Chief Justice may by warrant under his hand authorise that person, on payment
to the registrar of such fee not exceeding fifty nairas as may be specified in the warrant,
to practice as a barrister for the purposes of those proceedings and of any appeal brought
in connection with those proceedings.

22 The Act underwent a number of amendments in 1963, 1966, 1967, 1970, 1973, 1974, 1976, 1977, and
1985.

23 Cap. L10, Laws of the Federation of Nigeria, 2010.

24 Cap 207 Laws of Federation of Nigeria 1990 now Cap L11 Laws of Federation of Nigeria 2004.

25 |bid.

26 Mobil Oil Nigeria PLC v Yusuf (2012). https://clck.ru/3FACRw
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In Nigeria, a Call to Bar is a certification that a person is qualified and licensed
to practice law. Any person whether a citizen of Nigeria?’ or a non-citizen?® of Nigeria is
entitled to be called to the Nigerian Bar provided such person meets the criteria for Call
to Bar which include the following:

1) If he produces a qualifying certificate to the Body of Benchers or a certificate
of exemption from attending Law School;

2) If he satisfies the Body of Benchers that he is of good character;

3) If he pays the Call fee as may be prescribed by the Body of Benchers??;

4) If he also kept three dining terms as stipulated by the Body of Benchers3°,

2.2. Qualification of Robot Lawyer to Practice Law in Nigeria

The community reading of the copious provisions of the Legal Education Act and Legal
Practitioners Act which are the two major enactments regulating the practice of law in
Nigeria show that arobot is not contemplated as a ‘person’ who can practice law in Nigeria.
The historical background of the Nigerian legal profession and the various legislations
discussed show that a natural human being was contemplated by the laws as a person
who can be licensed to practice law in Nigeria3'. A critical examination of the criteria for
Call to Bar in Nigeria as specified by Section 4 of the Legal Practitioners Act can only be
met by natural human beings. A robot cannot meet the requirements.

Furthermore, the provisions of the Legal Practitioners Act and Legal Education
(Consolidation etc) Act emphasized that only a ‘person’ can be licensed to practice law
in Nigeria. At present, Al does not possess the same qualities as human beings that are
generally considered necessary for personhood in law. These include consciousness,
emotions, and the ability to communicate in a way that is similar to human language. As a
result, most legal systems do not recognize Al as persons.

Under the Nigerian legal system, the Supreme Court in a plethora of cases have stated
that a person is either natural or artificial (such as a corporate body)32. A robot does
not qualify as a natural person or an artificial person under the Nigerian legal system.
However, even if a robot were an artificial person, the Legal Practitioners Act and Legal

27 gection 4(1)(a) of the Legal Practitioners Act.

28 |bid Section 4(2)(a); Section 1 of the Legal Practitioners (Amendment) Decree No. 1 of 1992.

29 gection 4 of the Legal Practitioners Act.

30 gection 18(4) of the Body of Benchers Regulations cited in Obi Okoye (n 47) 15.

31 Atoyebi, 0. M. (2023, January 24). A Legal Perspective of the Robot Lawyer under the Nigerian Legal

System. https://goo.su/QMZoz

32 The Administrator of the Estate of General Sani Abacha v Eke Spiff. (2009). 7 NWLR (Pt, 1139) 97 at P. 136
Para. E; Fawehinmi v Nigerian Bar Association (No. 2). (1989). 2 NWLR (Pt. 105) 558 at 595; Access Bank
Plc v Agege Local Government & Anor. (2016). NGCA 35.
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Education (Consolidation etc) Act do not contemplate an artificial person as a person
who can practice law in Nigeria. The mandatory legal requirements of holding a law
degree in any recognised university in Nigeria or abroad, obtaining a qualifying certificate
from the Council of Legal Education after successful completion of the law school and
the to be worthy in character are all pointers to the conclusion that a natural person was
contemplated by these laws.

The concern that unless Al is clothed with the garment of personhood and barred
under the legal regime of the jurisdiction concerned it would not be recognised as
aperson capableto practice law occasioned a growing interest in exploring the possibility
of granting personhood to Al. As Al technology continues to develop and become more
advanced, some argue that if Al were able to develop certain characteristics that are
similar to those of human beings, such as self-awareness, decision-making abilities, and
emotions, then they may be deserving of the same legal status as humans.

One argument in favor of granting personhood to Al is that it could potentially lead to
increased access to legal services (Bryson, 2020). Al could be programmed to perform
a range of legal tasks, such as conducting legal research, drafting documents, and even
representing clients in court. This could potentially make legal services more affordable
and accessible to a wider range of people. Furthermore, another argument in favor
of granting personhood to Al is that it could lead to more objective and consistent legal
decision-making. Al is not subject to the same biases and prejudices that can affect
human decision-making, and could potentially analyze legal data and make decisions
in a more objective and fair manner.

However, there are also concerns about the potential implications of granting
personhood to Al. For example, if Al were to be given the same legal status as
humans, they may also be subject to legal liability and responsibility for their actions
(Bhattacharya, 2021). This raises questions about who would be responsible if an Al
system were to make an error that resulted in harm or damage to a client. There are
also concerns about the ethical implications of allowing Al to practice law. Learning
machines and Al generally lack the ability to empathize with clients and understand
the nuances of human emotion and behaviour. This could potentially lead to machines
providing inadequate legal advice or making decisions that are not in the best interest
of their clients.

While there are potential benefits to allowing Al to perform legal tasks®3, there are
concerns about the potential implications for legal liability and ethical decision-making.
Ultimately, any decision about granting personhood to Al will need to be made with

33 Pparnham, R, Sako, M., & Armour, J. (2021, December) Al-assisted lawtech: its impact on law firms. Oxford:

University of Oxford. https://goo.su/zfB2Au
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careful consideration of these issues and a focus on the best interests of clients,
the legal profession, and society as a whole (Gunkel & Wales, 2021). In conclusion,
the question of whether Al can be conferred with the status of personhood, and
allowed to practice law, is a complex one that raises a number of legal and ethical
issues. However, as it is, Nigerian law does not allow for non-legal persons to practice
law in Nigeria.

Conclusion

Thispaperhasdemonstratedthattheglobalizationand advancement oftechnology have
impacted greatly the legal practice globally including in Nigeria. Technology especially
Al has positively enhanced legal practice. However, the two major legislations that
regulate lawyering and legal practice generally do not contemplate a robot as a person
who can practice law in Nigeria. A robot is not a natural person conferred with the right
to practice law upon fulfillment of the qualifying requirements. The right of a robot to
practice law in Nigeria is dependent on the amendment of both the Legal Education
(Consolidation) Act and the Legal Practitioners Act to confer such right on an artificial
person such as arobot. The relevant provisions of both legislations on the requirement
for qualification to practice law may be reviewed in order to accommodate robots
especially humanoid robots. Humanoid robots are known to have human likenesses
and expressiveness.

Sophia, the first humanoid robot comes to mind. She is a highly intelligent human
she owns a credit card and was conferred full citizenship of Saudi Arabia by the Saudi
Arabian government34. Sophia, developed by a Hong-Kong-based company Hanson
Robotics is noted to be the first robot to own her own passport and can imitate 62
human expressions®°. She is regarded as the world’s first robot Innovation Ambassador
for the United Nations Development Programme3¢. Finally, Al has come to stay. The
importance of Al to legal practice cannot be overemphasized. However, while Al may
be adopted for legal research, drafting of legal documents, and so on, the grant of
licenses to robots for legal practice endangers the human species.
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aBTOMaTu3auus, Lienb: onpegenuTb NnoTeHUMUan v 4onyCTUMOCTb NPUMEHEHUSI UCKYCCTBEH-
WCKYCCTBEHHbI UHTENNEKT, HOMO MHTENNIEKTa B FOPULMYECKOI AeATenbHOCTH Mo npaBy Hurepuw.
OHNaunH-paspelleHne Crnopos,  Mertopbl: B OCHOBY MCCef0BaHUA NOMOXeHbl METOA Hay4YHOro aHanusa,
npaso, a Takxe ¢opMaNbHO-IOPUANYECKUI, CPAaBHUTENbHO-NPABOBOMW, UCTOPU-
NPaBOCYGBLEKTHOCT, KO-MPaBOBON W CUCTEMHO-(YHKLMOHANbHbIA MeToabl. Kpyr uccrnepoBa-
npasocyaue, HUA MNpeacTaBsieH HOpMaMW 3aKoHoAATeNbCTBa, BKIKOYas yTpaTusLuMe
POGOT-tOpUCT, CUIy HOpMaTVBHbIE NPaBOBbIE aKTbl, @ TAKXE Hay4YHO MOHorpadmyeckon
LMdpoBbie TexHONOrUY, 1 NepuoamnYecKomn nutepaTypon.

ropugnyeckaa npakTuka,

Pe3synbTaThl: 6b1110 yCTaHOBNIEHO, 4TO MCKyCCTBeHHbIVI NHTEeNNEeKT
ropungnyeckoe 06p830BaHV|e

N poBOoTbI-tOPUCTbI ABMAOTCA HEU3BEXHbIMU MHHOBALMAMM tOpUanYe-
CKOI MPaKTUKU MHOTUX CTPpaH, BKo4yaa Hureputo. NpuMeHeHne ykasaH-
HbIX UMGbPOBbLIX TEXHONIOMUIA A0Ka3ano CBOK BbICOKYH 3(GhEKTUBHOCTb
B JEATENbHOCTW, CBA3AHHOM C OTNpaB/ieHMeM MpaBoCyaus, OKasblBas
cofieiiCTBME B YeTblpex 06/1acTaAX PUANYECKUX YCAYr: KOHCY/bTUPOBa-
HWM U PYKOBOACTBE, MOUCKE MaTepuasnos, aHain3e AaHHbIX U MPOrHo3u-
poOBaHWM pesyNnbTaToB Ccyae6HOro npolecca. TeXHOMOrMU 3HAUYUTESIbHO
obneryaroT TPyA HOPUCTOB, YYUTbiBas MacluTabbl HOPUANYECKUX YCAYT.
Kpome Toro, 6b1/10 YyCTAaHOB/EHO, YTO, XOTA MPUMEHEHNE UCKYCCTBEHHOMO
WHTENNIeKTa B LIeJIOM MOXET 6bITb NPM3HaHO onpaBAaHHbIM, MpUBeYeHne
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po60TOB-IOPUCTOB K IOPUANYECKOW NpakTuke B Hurepuu crankupaetcs
KaK C HOpUAMYeCKUMHU, TaK U C 9TUYECKUMU 6apbepaMu. 3aKOHbl O Hopu-
ZMYeCcKOM 06pasoBaHnm U FOPUANYECKOIN MPaKTUKeE, AENCTBYOLWNE B 3TO
CTpaHe, He MPU3HaOT PO6OTOB-FOPVUCTOB NULLAMU, UMEIOLLMMM JIMLLEH3UIO
Ha OPUANYECKYHO NPaKTUKY B Hurepuu. lOpUcTbI-po60Thl AOMKHbI 6bITb
HaflefieHbl CTaTyCOM JINYHOCTH, NPEXAE YEM OHU CMOTYT MOJIHOCTBIO pea-
NM30BaTb CBOW NOTeHLMan B NpaBopeann3alnoHHo npakTuke Hurepun.

HayuyHasa HoBu3Ha: o6ycrioB/ieHa NpeXae BCero NocTaHOBKOW UccefoBa-
TeNIbCKOM 3aaun Mo onpefesieHno BO3MOXHOCTU BbICTyNNeHUa po6oTa
B KauecTBe NpaKTUKYIOLLEro topucTa B pamkax npaBoBoi 6a3bl topuande-
CKOI NpaKkTuKu B Hurepum.

MpakTuyeckaa 3HauyMMocTb: CPOpPMyNMpoBaHHble B paboTe BblBOAbI
0 Hens6EeXXHOCTM UCMOMb30BaHUS UCKYCCTBEHHOIO MHTesIeKTa U pobo-
TOB-IOPUCTOB B HOPUANYECKON MPaKTUKE, a TaKXKe O TEKYLLEM COCTOS-
HWWM 3aKOHOB, PEryNINPYIOLLNX IOPUANYECKYIO MPaKTUKY B Hurepuu, 6yayT
NnonesHbl NpyU paCCMOTPEHUM BOMpPOCa O BHECEHUM NOMPaBOK B 3aKOHoAa-
TENbCTBO AJ1S1 €r0 aganTauum K COBPEMEHHOMY YPOBHIO pasBuTUs Ludpo-
BbIX TEXHOJTOTNN.
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